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Synods and the authority of the Patriarchs who preside over them.

The identity of the Church of the East, though intimately tied in the last centuries to the
Assyrian and Indian people, was originally the Mother Church of all true and right-believing
Christians residing east of the historical lines of the Roman Empire. Whether by living
communities or the archeological evidence of Her presence, the witness of the Church of the
East i found from the many artifacts of our Church uncovered in China and other parts of the
Far East to the brightly-adorned communities in India, and from the suffering martyrdom of
our peaple in the Middle East to our emergent diasporal parishes in the New World. Since the
arrival to the United States of the late Catholicos-Patriarch FLH. Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII
(patriarch 1920-1975) of blessed memory, we have used the additional adjective “Assyrian’
the Church's nomenclature, but this in no way abrogates the living witness of our multi-ethnic
and all-encompassing tradition as presently found and maintained in the true Church of the

East. We invite all ethnic Assyrians and Chaldeans, divided from us on account of schism and
political machinations in the Middle East, to join in one Church, one living and continuing body
of Christ, as the Church of the East. This requires no pope or bridled patriarch to accomplish,
for you are all free in Christ Jesus to return to your birthright and inheritance. The Holy Spirit
by the voice of the Holy Synod of the Church of the East, appoints for you as father in Christ,
the "Great Metropolita of Sleucia-Ctesiphon™ and Catholicos-Patriarch of All the East,

‘The Assyrian identity is not simply that of an ethnic minority but of the Fathers of the
Church of the East who wrote, predominantly, in Classical Syriac-Aramaic. The tra
great Assyrian and Syriac-writing spiritual fathers and saints was composed and received into a
spiritual tradition and prayer-life that has become nited and definitive of the Assyrian identity

as inseparable from the all-encompassing Apostolic Tradition as handed down to all nations.

tion of the

Assyrians are the children of the Church of the East, and as such, there is no true Assyrian
identity without this living connection to its traditional and Mother Church, which then unites
it to all Christians. We have been formed by our experience and history of two millennia across
a variety of cultures, and this spiritual truth stands as represented in our title as Church of the
East. By the same token, this does not negate the catholicity of the Church of the East or exclude
other nations from entering Her fold. Rather, the Church remains conscious of and faithful to
Her mission to call all peoples to repentance and faith in Christ

We remember that when we were Ottoman subjects we were different “millets” but that does
not mean that we view the ancestral members of our Church in the Middle East as being truly
different nations, whether they be termed “Chaldeans’”, “Assyrians”, or simply “Syriacs”. At
the same time, the Church of the East has a long history of evangelism and fruitful ecclesiastical
life beyond the Assyrian people: in India, in Central Asia, in China and throughout Asia. And
today in the diaspora we receive into fellowship those who find “the pearl of great price” within
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our ancient ecclesiastical tradition.  Any of these non-Assyrian people that have been, are, or
shall bein the future within the Church of the East are equally part of our Church and Children
of the Church of the East. No exclusive nationalist concern can be used to prevent unity, or to
force it cither

The Church of the East, historically, has not existed to purely preserve a Patriarchal line or
ethnic nomenclature. The Church of the East is the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church in her
territory and of her tradition. Our Apostolic tradition, of Mar Thoma, Mar Addai & Mar Mari,
of Mar Ephrem and Mar Isaac, Mar Dadisho Qatraya, of Mar Narsai, and many others, and our
many holy martyrs ancient and modern, is our sacred inheritance which we are bound under
our Lord to keep. It includes our Liturgical, canonical, patrisic traditions, as well as our
tradition of evangelism. This inheritance and tradition is the ancestral right of any believing
Assyrian, and is also the right of any Christian who comes to Faith and fellowship in the Church
of the East,

‘The great inheritance of the Church of the East, without which there is no such thing as the
‘Church of the East is not merely a name, language, or certain liturgical elements. It s the life
Christ lived in the pattern and tradition of our ancient spiritual fathers and doctors, and is the
breath of the Holy Spirit enlivening the peoples of the East in a struggle and fulfllment of the
Gospel of Christ. If a unity under the name of the Church of the East is desired, first there must
be a renewal of Church life within the tradition.

We invite the Chaldean Catholic Church to a true spiritual renaissance of liturgy, canonical
order, spiritual life, and theology in the time-honored traditions of the fathers of the Church of
the East. True brotherhood begins by sharing a common commitment and experience in our
great ecclesiastical tradition, and any hope for unity must presume a common ecclesial spirit
which is today lacking due to the persecutions we have faced together as well as the numerous
instances of latinization which the Chaldean Catholic Church has suffered as a spiritual
persecution.

‘The Church of the East is true to her eastern and orthodox tradition in administrating and
living liturgical and canonical life according to her own tradition and theology. The mysteries of
the Church must be celebrated according to historic and traditional models, including the
Chrism from the Horn of the Blessed Aposties and the Sacred Malka (or, ‘Holy Leaven'). The
Kiudra regulates our daily and festal life and must be kept ever stronger and more fully rather
than abbreviated, but purged of latinizing elements. We should ever increase our participation
in the commemarations, fasts and feasts of the Church according to our own tradition. Ascetical
effort in fasting and prayer is the cornerstone of the spiritual life and we must all struggle
towards renewed ascetic effort according to the full canonical requirements of the Church of the
East and not the contemporary use of the western Church. Our Church has a tremendous
patrimony of theology in the most striking and poetic Eastern voice; to remain who we are, we
cannot abandon the Aramaic-speaking and Greek Fathers of the Church who define us. For

,
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instance, apostolic understandings of the priesthood, ecclesiology, marriage, liturgy, the canon
of Scripture, Biblical exegesis, and much more that are not that of the contemporary Lat
Church, are orthodox and correct. We love our Latin brethren, and we pray that they keep to
their own tradition with equal fervor. The universal Church is not weakened but strengthened
by the diversity of expression and asceical effort in keeping true to the apostolic depositin its
many forms: Latin, Greek, Slavic, Coptic, Syriac Orthodox, Assyrian Church of the East
(including Indian), Armenian, Ethiopian, ctc. We shall never abandon the grace of the Spirit
which worked in the Fathers of the Church of the East, in no less measure than it did among the
Greek and Latin fathers. One cannot enrich the Church by subjecting all of Christendom to one
particular, local, expression of the apostolic faith, since to do so would be to deny the richness
and diversity of an authentic and cathalic Christian expression. Most vitally, we cannot be both
administered according to a Roman understanding of ecclesial lfe as well as our own Church of
the Easts tradition. We would have to choose to either be Roman with Eastern Syriac liturgical
elements, or stridently fighting to keep the good faith as the Apostles handed it down and the
Holy Spirit breathed it into our tradition. The Church of the East s, simply, the one that chooses
the latter.

We invite our Chaldean Catholic brethren to take steps o true unity by returning to their
own theology in understanding the many apostolic expressions of the Sacred Tradition through
the patristic and liturgical patrimony of the Church of the East. If there can be a call to union,
then there must be an unquestionable grounding in a common ecclesiological and patristic
tradition, which must be that of the Church of the East. If there are areas where clrification and
renewal must be considered, then it will be according to first-millennium ecumenical principles
and as the Synod of the Church of the East in synodality with Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy
as well as the Latin Church.

We can never subject the holy and Apostolc Tradition of the Church of the East to the
jurisdiction of a Western Church or bishop. The Church of the East is who we are as an
existential reaity, and this ruth in identity cannot be maintained without maintaining the full
and ancient canonical practice of our sacred and orthodox tradition. Furthermore, her ancient
practce of the sole ordinary jurisdiction of the episcops 2 the “bearer of the keys of the heights
and the depths” (18 mebo Lmoss 25ulm aand) can never be violated. The highest authority

i the Church of the East is and must always be, outside of an ecumenical synod, the patriarchal
synod, which is presided by the Catholicos-Patriarch.

It s our most fervent desire to maintain this sacred inheritance in communion and dialogue
with other Apostolic Churches, towards which end we have worked with sincerity and
culminating in agreed statements on Christology. We have achieved such an agreed statement
with the Church of Rome in 1994, namely the Common Christological Declaration. Common
understandings of Christology will, we hope, lead to common understandings of the nature of
terminologies that have in the past been occasion of strife. We hope then to come to an
agreement on the precise nature and meaning of dogmatic definitions, such as the 214 Council of
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Constantinople in 553 AD and the 3% Council of Constantinople, whose meaning and authority
have not yet been fully worked out for us. Our partners in this process are not only the Church
of Rome and the Chaldean Catholic Church, but the Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox
(Miaphysite) Churches, which includes our ethnic brethren of the Syriac Orthodox Church of
Antioch. We see the joint statements on Christology as extremely important beginnings of this
process to re-establish communion with al the local Apostolic Churches.

Unfortunately, joint Christological statements, very important as they are, do not
comprehend the breadth of ecclesiological divergences still remaining between us and the
Roman Catholic Church, which now has come to include in particular the role of the Bishop of
Rome in the communion of the Church of Christ as a whole. While a “First Millennium” model
of Papal Primacy may be seen as desirable from many points of view, the papacy itself is bound
10 see its own role as it came to be dogmatized in later developments.*

For any Synod to meet, the bishops must already be in full communion, and further, they
must be functioning under one canonical order and practice. Otherwise, how can a Synod even
meet? Ifitis our own ancient canonical tradition that is to be followed by allin a united Church
of the East, then will the Chaldean Catholic Church be prepared to replace the Roman Code and
is Rome prepared to tolerate it?" Further, if we agree to the present role and theology of the
papacy according to the Roman Catholic Church, our ecumenical journey with all other Eastern
Churches would cease, and we could only hope for nity with them through Rome.

Let us take an example from history, not because we wish to simply keep grudges, but to
provide clarity. We speak of the abasement which occurred to the predecessor of His Beatitude
Mar Louis Sako, namely Mar Yosip VI Audo (Chaldean patriarch 1847-1878), of thrice blessed
memory. For the Church of the East to enter union, such diminution would have to be
impossible, since it is a degradation both of the person and office of the patriarch as well as the
canonical praxis and territory over which the patriarch presides. Today, however, in the Roman
obedience, such diminution is now normalized. The Roman Catholic Church now has ot only
the dogmas about the papacy which Pius IX promulgated, but continues the practices which he
established towards the hierachies of the Eastern Catholic Churches. We would all far rather
be martyred by those who do not confess Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord than to abolish our
own ecclesiasticaltradition by our own hands.
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We hope that every question we have raised here can eventually be answered to the
satisfaction of all, but we do not believe that it s possible to do so before we elect a successor to
the late His Holiness Mar Dinkha IV (patriarch 1976-2015),of thrice-blessed memory. While we
are grateful for Patriarch Mar Louis Sako's proposal and we do pray and hope for the day that
such a proposal may be made by a Chaldean Catholic Patriarch who would be fully the “pater
et caput” of his Church. Until that day, the Chaldean Catholic Church is administrated by the
Roman Curia, under the non-Church of the East Code of Canons of the Eastern Chrches, and so we
must await the proceedings of the proper dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church, which is
where offical decisions are made. We trust that we will continue to seek earestly to answer
these questions and to journey towards the desired goal of the restored communion of the one,
holy, apostolic and catholic Church of Christ, and we trust that we will always find in His
Beatitude Mar Louis Sako a true partner in the mutual support and defense of our people in
travail in the Middle East and abroad.

We know well and thank God for the earnest goodwill of the recent Roman Pontifs
particularly John Paul II of blessed memory, Benedict XVI, and the current Pontif, Franci,
towards us, towards all the suffering Christians of the Middle East, and towards all the Eastern
Churches. We further express our deep gratitude to His Beatitude Mar Louis Sako's words and
humility in showing genuine Christian love and brotherhood. Our reflections here are not
meant to dissuade the road to unity but reflect the many ways we may achieve a common
purpose and common life in Christ. Indeed, may we open ever more deep, honest, and
charitable roads to a fraternal and sincere dialogue. Given the troubles we have faced together
ince we last were unified in 1552, perhaps a good starting point in such a dialogue would be a
renewed study of our Sacred Tradition secking out to understand the various points of
theological and practical divergence that have emerged within our shared Church of the East
Tradition. May we find our deepest roots in our oldest traditions, and come, as all true and
apostolic Christians shall, to know ourselves as one in Christ, that in Him we may be one.
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Authenticity in Unity
A Personal Reflection on Present-Day Questions Concerning the Unity of the
Church of the East

Bishop Mar Awa Royel
Diocese of Calfornia

Recently, the Chaldean Catholic Patriarch, His Beatitude Mar Louis Raphael Sako, offered
his vision of an nitiative towards full communion of the Assyrian and Ancient Churches of the
East with the Chaldean Catholic Church. His Beatitude’s words, no doub, proceeded from a
genuine love and demonstrated a sincere desire for unity. In the love of Christ, the Church of the
East seeks in every true and honorable way that all schisms may be quelled, and we thank His
Beatitude for attempting to step forward with some boldness. At the same time, Church history
provides many examples that premature attempts at union can produce even deeper divisions."
Also, any true union must be based on the Apostolic, Orthodox, Catholic, and True Faith that
was deposited by Christs own disciples in the East, and has been preserved by the Church of
the East to the present day. We cannot be united as one Church of the East while violating the
very ecclesiological, theological,lturgical, canonical, and spiritual tradition of our Church.

We see His Beatitude's humble willingness to set aside his personal position for unity, and we
respond that we shall never prevent unity because of a dispute “...which of them should be
accounted the greates”. (Luke 22:24) In the same humility, we must accept that the tradition
bequeathed by Christ though his apostles, and preserved by the grace of the Holy Spiritin the
life of the Chuirch of the East cannot be violated. The ‘Church of the East’ describes an ecclesial
reality that cannot change who she is. Any authentic and acceptable union with the Church of
the East cannot be under the ordinary jurisdiction of any Western bishop, but as the free
acceptance of a great inheritance practiced according to the ecumenical and apostolic model of
the first Christian millennium.

By divine design beyond the grasp of men, the Church of the East s the autocephalous and
continuous canonical Church of the Eastern Middle East, India, Central Asia, and China. It
would be a violation of the orthodox and catholic Faith, as manifested throughout the ages, to

1 s painll bt ecesay o it out that the s examples of s e the many “Eastn Unias”, where, (excep
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consider this tradition as belonging 1o the Roman See, or any outside see or jurisdiction,
claiming canonical jurisdiction over the Church of the East. Indeed, if a Church s under the
jurisdiction of any "Western" bishop, then that Church cannot legitimately be the heir of the
name “Church of the East”

‘The Holy Synod of the Assyrian Church of the East has the sole prerogative and obligation
to protect and continue the ancient tradition of her Fathers in preserving the Sacred Liturgy,
holy prayer, canonical order, spiritual wellbeing, and moral life of the Church's children within
Her traditional territorial boundaries and for those displaced from their lands. Such a solemn
and canonical vocation does not permit the Holy Synod to legitimately put aside the truths of
the Church of the Easts identity. Just as the sacred fexts of praer and Liturgy were given to us
by the Holy Fathers cannot be shortened or amended by secular influences or modernist ideas,
50 100 the sacred canonical vocation and duty of this Holy Church to the lands of the East
cannot suffer reduction to being a particular jurisdiction of, or in submission to, any outside
ecclesiastical authority that has never held any true claim or even presence in our lands. We are
the Church of the East, and the Synod of the Assyrian Church of the East has its authority
drawn from a historical duty to protect the Deposit of Faith as passed down through the
generations from the very apostles themselves. We will never abandon our divinely-inspired
traditions by submitting to any other Church or ecclesiastical authority, no matter how
compelling their arguments may seem to them, because our history is not up for debate. Just as
the other ancient Churches stand up for their territorial rights, we too will defend ours as a
precious gift from God.

Of course, the Church of the East is not, in her core, separate nor separatist, and forever
isolated from the greater communion of the Ancient Churches, but sceks true and honest
reconcilation with all sincere Apostolic Christians. However, this must be according to the most
ancient and Apostolic of models, and never subjecting a more ancient tradition to the modern
circumstances of the West. The Bishop of Rome? holds the senior-most dignity (rgcofcia) of
any apostolic see according to canonical interpretation as presently ordered and as established
already in the early ecumenical councils, yet we can see how even this precedence has not
permitted it to rule over the other ancient Churches. In the ideal model of Christian unity, which
we hold firm along with our Eastern and Oriental brethren, Rome would hold the chief seat of
any ecumenical council and act as arbiter of disputes between autocephalous Churches, were it
not for the fact that it continues to demand total jurisdiction over its fellow Churches and thus
abrogates this ideal system. Indeed, we and all Eastern Christians long for that great day to
come in which we may all it as brethren without the politics of division and partake of one
Eucharist of the one Christ. Such unity can only be had through the preservation and respect of
the sovereignty of the ruling hierarch in his eparchy (Laddea) preserved in his full and

absolute ordinary jurisdiction, as well as the recognition of the legitimacy of the local Holy
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